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American States held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 23rd to August 27th, 
1906. 
Done at Washington, D. C, February 7, A. D. 1907. 

Joaquim Nabuco 
President of the Third International 

Conference of the American States. 



INTERNATIONAL RADIOTELEGRAPH CONVENTION CONCLUDED BETWEEN 
GERMANY AND THE GERMAN PROTECTORATES, THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA AND THE POSSESSIONS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, AUSTRIA, HUNGARY, BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA, 
BELGIUM, THE BELGIAN CONGO, BRAZIL, BULGARIA, CHILE, DENMARK, 
EGYPT, SPAIN AND THE SPANISH COLONIES, FRANCE AND ALGERIA, 
FRENCH WEST AFRICA, FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA, INDO-CHINA, 
MADAGASCAR, TUNIS, GREAT BRITAIN AND THE VARIOUS BRITISH COL- 
ONIES AND PROTECTORATES, THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, THE AUS- 
TRALIAN FEDERATION, CANADA, BRITISH INDIA, NEW ZEALAND, GREECE, 
ITALY AND THE ITALIAN COLONIES, JAPAN AND CHOSEN, FORMOSA, 
JAPANESE SAKHALIN AND THE LEASED TERRITORY OF KWANTUNG, 
MOROCCO, MONACO, NORWAY, THE NETHERLANDS, THE DUTCH INDIES 
AND THE COLONY OF CURACAO, PERSIA, PORTUGAL AND THE PORTUGUESE 
COLONIES, ROUMANIA, RUSSIA AND THE RUSSIAN POSSESSIONS AND 
PROTECTORATES, THE REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO, SIAM, SWEDEN, TUR- 
KEY, AND URUGUAY x 

[Translation] 

Signed at London, July 5, 1912; ratification of the United States deposited 
with the Government of Great Britain, February 20, 1918 

The undersigned, plenipotentiaries of the governments of the coun- 
tries enumerated above, having met in conference at London, have 
agreed on the following convention, subject to ratification: 

Article 1 

The high contracting parties bind themselves to apply the provi- 
sions of the present convention to all radio stations (both coastal sta- 

1 U. S. Treaty Series, No. 581. 
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tions and stations on shipboard) which are established or worked by 
the contracting parties and open to public service between the coast 
and vessels at sea. 

They further bind themselves to make the observance of these pro- 
visions obligatory upon private enterprises authorized either to establish 
or work coastal stations for radiotelegraphy open to public service be- 
tween the coast and vessels at sea, or to establish or work radio stations, 
whether open to general public service or not, on board of vessels flying 
their flag. 

Article 2 

By "coastal stations" is to be understood every radio station estab- 
lished on shore or on board a permanently moored vessel used for the 
exchange of correspondence with ships at sea. 

Every radio station established on board any vessel not permanently 
moored is called a "station on shipboard." 

Article 3 

The coastal stations and the stations on shipboard shall be bound to 
exchange radiograms without distinction of the radio system adopted 
by such stations. 

Every station on shipboard shall be bound to exchange radiograms 
with every other station on shipboard without distinction of the radio 
system adopted by such stations. 

However, in order not to impede scientific progress, the provisions 
of the present article shall not prevent the eventual employment of 
a radio system incapable of communicating with other systems, pro- 
vided that such incapacity shall be due to the specific nature of such 
system and that it shall not be the result of devices adopted for the 
sole purpose of preventing intercommunication. 

Article 4 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 3, a station may be reserved 
for a limited public service determined by the object of the correspond- 
ence or by other circumstances independent of the system employed. 

Article 5 

Each of the high contracting parties undertakes to connect the coastal 
stations to the telegraph system by special wires, or, at least, to take 
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other measures which will insure a rapid exchange between the coastal 
stations and the telegraph system. 

Article 6 

The high contracting parties shall notify one another of the names 
of coastal stations and stations on shipboard referred to in Article 1, 
and also of all data, necessary to facilitate and accelerate the exchange 
of radiograms, as specified in the regulations. 

Article 7 

Each of the high contracting parties reserves the right to prescribe 
or permit at the stations referred to in Article 1, apart from the installa- 
tion the data of which are to be published in conformity with Article 6, 
the installation and working of other devices for the purpose of estab- 
lishing special radio communication without publishing the details of 
such devices. 

Article 8 

The working of the radio stations shall be organized as far as possible 
in such manner as not to disturb the service of other radio stations. 

Article 9 

Radio stations are bound to give absolutely priority to calls of dis- 
tress from whatever source, to similarly answer such calls and to take 
such action with regard thereto as may be required. 

Article 10 

The charge for a radiogram shall comprise, according to the circum- 
stances: 

1. (a) The coastal rate, which shall fall to the coastal station. 

(b) The shipboard rate, which shall fall to the shipboard station. 

2. The charge for transmission over the telegraph lines, to be com- 
puted according to the ordinary rules. 

3. The charges for transit through the intermediate coastal or ship- 
board stations and the charges for special services requested by the 
sender. 

The coastal rate shall be subject to the approval of the government 
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of which the coastal station is dependent, and the shipboard rate to the 
approval of the government of which the ship is dependent. 

Article 11 

The provisions of the present convention are supplemented by regula- 
tions, which shall have the same force and go into effect at the same 
time as the convention. 

The provisions of the present convention and of the regulations relat- 
ing thereto may at any time be modified by the high contracting parties 
by common consent. Conferences of plenipotentiaries having power 
to modify the convention and the regulations, shall take place from time 
to time; each conference shall fix the time and place of the next meeting. 

Article 12 

Such conferences shall be composed of delegates of the governments 
of the contracting countries. 
In the deliberations each country shall have but one vote. 
If a government adheres to the convention for its colonies, possessions 
or protectorates, subsequent conferences may decide that such colonies, 
possessions or protectorates, or a part thereof, shall be considered as 
forming a country as regards the application of the preceding paragraph. 
But the number of votes at the disposal of one government, including 
its colonies, possessions or protectorates, shall in no case exceed six. 

The following shall be considered as forming a single country for the 
application of the present article: 

German East Africa 

German Southwest Africa 

Kamerun 

Togo Land 

German Protectorates in the Pacific 

Alaska 

Hawaii and the other American possessions in Polynesia 

The Philippine Islands 

Porto Rico and the American possessions in the Antilles 

The Panama Canal Zone 

The Belgian Congo 

The Spanish Colony of the Gulf of Guinea 

French East Africa 
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French Equatorial Africa 

Indo-China 

Madagascar 

Tunis 

The Union of South Africa 

The Australian Federation 

Canada 

British India 

New Zealand 

Eritrea 

Italian Somaliland 

Chosen, Formosa, Japanese Sakhalin and the leased territory of 

Kwantung. 
The Dutch Indies 
The Colony of Curacao 
Portuguese West Africa 

Portuguese East Africa and the Portuguese possessions in Asia 
Russian Central Asia (littoral of the Caspian Sea) 
Bokhara 
Khiva 

Western Siberia (littoral of the Arctic Ocean) 
Eastern Siberia (littoral of the Pacific Ocean). 

Article 13 

The International Bureau of the Telegraph Union shall be charged 
with collecting, coordinating and publishing information of every kind 
relating to radiotelegraphy, examining the applications for changes 
in the convention or regulations, promulgating the amendments adopted, 
and generally performing all administrative work referred to it in the 
interest of international radiotelegraphy. 

The expense of such institution shall be borne by all the contracting 
countries. 

Article 14 

Each of the high contracting parties reserves to itself the right of 
fixing the terms on which it will receive radiograms proceeding from 
or intended for any station, whether on shipboard or coastal, which is 
not subject to the provisions of the present convention. 

If a radiogram is received the ordinary rates shall be applicable to it. 
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Any radiogram proceeding from a station on shipboard and received 
by a coastal station of a contracting country, or accepted in transit 
by the administration of a contracting country, shall be forwarded. 

Any radiogram intended for a vessel shall also be forwarded if the 
administration of the contracting country has accepted it originally 
or in transit from a non-contracting country, the coastal station reserv- 
ing the right to refuse transmission to a station on shipboard subject 
to a non-contracting country. 

Article 15 

The provisions of Articles 8 and 9 of this convention are also ap- 
plicable to radio installation other than those referred to in Article 1. 

Article 16 

Governments which are not parties to the present convention shall 
be permitted to adhere to it upon their request. Such adherence shall 
be communicated through diplomatic channels to the contracting 
government in whose territory the last conference shall have been held, 
and by the latter to the remaining governments. 

The adherence shall carry with it to the fullest extent acceptance of 
all the clauses of this convention and admission to all the advantages 
stipulated therein. 

The adherence to the convention by the government of a country 
having colonies, possessions or protectorates shall not carry with it the 
adherence of its colonies, possessions or protectorates unless a declara- 
tion to that effect is made by such government. Such colonies, posses- 
sions and protectorates, as a whole or each of them, separately, may 
form the subject of a separate adherence or a separate denunciation 
within the provisions of the present article and of Article 22. 

Article 17 

The provisions of Articles 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12 and 17 of the 
International Telegraph Convention of St. Petersburg of July 10-22, 
1875, shall be applicable to international radiotelegraphy. 2 

Article 18 

In case of disagreement between two or more contracting governments 
regarding the interpretation or execution of the present convention or 
2 The articles mentioned are printed in this Supplement, p. 276. 
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of the regulations referred to in Article 11, the question in dispute may, 
by mutual agreement, be submitted to arbitration. In such case each 
of the governments concerned shall choose another government not 
interested in the question at issue. 

The decision of the arbiters shall be arrived at by the absolute ma- 
jority of votes. 

In case of a division of votes, the arbiters shall choose, for the pur- 
pose of settling the disagreement, another contracting government, 
which is likewise a stranger to the question at issue. In case of failure 
to agree on a choice, each arbiter shall propose a disinterested contract- 
ing government and lots shall be drawn between the governments pro- 
posed. The drawing of the lots shall fall to the government within 
whose territory the international bureau provided for in Article 13 shall 
be located. 

Article 19 

The high contracting parties bind themselves to take, or propose to 
their respective legislatures, the necessary measures for insuring the 
execution of the present convention. 

Article 20 

The high contracting parties shall communicate to one another any 
laws already framed, or which may be framed, in their respective coun- 
tries relative to the object of the present convention. 

Article 21 

The high contracting parties shall preserve their entire liberty as 
regards radio installations other than provided for in Article 1, especially 
naval and military installations, and stations used for communications 
between fixed points. All such installations and stations shall be sub- 
ject only to the obligations provided for in Articles 8 and 9 of the present 
convention. 

However, when such installations and stations are used for public 
maritime service they shall conform, in the execution of such service, 
to the provisions of the regulations as regards the mode of transmission 
and rates. 

On the other hand, if coastal stations are used for general public 
service with ships at sea and also for communication between fixed 
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points, such stations shall not be subject, in the execution of the last 
named service, to the provisions of the convention except for the ob- 
servance of Articles 8 and 9 of this convention. 

Nevertheless, fixed stations used for correspondence between land 
and land shall not refuse the exchange of radiograms with another fixed 
station on account of the system adopted by such station; the liberty 
of each country shall, however, be complete as regards the organiza- 
tion of the service for correspondence between fixed points and the na- 
ture of the correspondence to be effected by the stations reserved for 
such service. 

Article 22 

The present convention shall go into effect on the 1st day of July, 
1913, and shall remain in force for an indefinite period or until the ex- 
piration of one year from the day when it shall be denounced by any of 
the contracting parties. 

Such denunciation shall affect only the government in whose name 
it shall have been made. As regards the other contracting Powers, the 
convention shall remain in force. 

Article 23 

The present convention shall be ratified and the ratifications ex- 
changed at London with the least possible delay. 

In case one or several of the high contracting parties shall not ratify 
the convention, it shall nevertheless be valid as to the parties which 
shall have ratified it. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed one 
copy of the convention, which shall be deposited in the archives of the 
British Government, and a copy of which shall be transmitted to each 
party. 

Done at London, July 5, 1912. 
For Germany and the German Protectorates: 
B. Koehler 
O. Wachenfeld 
Dr. Karl Strecker 

SCHRADER 
GOETSCH 

Dr. Emil Krauss 

FlELITZ. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 



237 



For the United States and the possessions of the United States: 
John R. Edwards 
Jno. Q. Walton 
Willis L. Moore 
Louis W. Austin 
George Owen Squier 
Edgar Russel 
C. McK. Saltzman 
David Wooster Todd 
John Hays Hammond, Jr. 
Webster 
W. D. Terrell 
John I. Waterbury. 



For Argentine Republic: 



For Austria: 



For Hungary: 



Vicente J. Dominguez. 

Dr. Fritz Ritter Wagner von Jauregg 
Dr. Rudolph Ritter Speil v. Ostheim. 

Charles Follert 
Dr. de Hennyey. 



For Bosnia-Herzegovina: 

H. Goiginger, G. M 
Adolf Daninger 
A. Cicoli 
Romeo Vio. 



For Belgium: 

For Belgian Congo: 
For Brazil: 
For Bulgaria: 
For Chile: 



J. Banneux 
Deldime. 

Robert B. Goldschmidt. 

Dr. Francisco Bhering. 

Iv. Stoyanovitch. 

C. E. Rickard. 
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For Denmark: 

N. Meter 

J. A. Vohtz 

R. N. A. Faber 

T. F. Krarup. 
For Egypt: 

J. S. Liddell. 

For Spain and the Spanish Colonies: 

Jacobo Garcia Roure 

Jtjan de Carranza y Garrido 

Jacinto Labrador 

Antonio Nieto 

Tomas Fernandez Quintana 

Jaime Janer Robinson. 

For France and Algeria: 

A. Frouin. 

For French West Africa: 

A. Duchene. 

For French Equatorial Africa: 

A. Duchene. 
For Indo-China: 

A. Duchene. 
For Madagascar: 

A. Duchene. 
For Tunis: 

Et. de Felcourt. 

For Great Britain and the various British Colonies and Protectorates: 

H. Babington Smith 

E. W. Farnall 

E. Charlton 

G. M. W. Macdonogh. 
For Union of South Africa: 

Richard Solomon. 
For Australian Federation: 

Charles Bright. 
For Canada: 

G. J. Desbarats. 
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For British India: 

H. A. Kirk 

F. E. Dempster. 
For New Zealand: 

C. Wray Palliser. 
For Greece: 

C. Dosios. 
For Italy and the Italian Colonies: 

Prof. A. Battelli. 
For Japan and for Chosen, Formosa, Japanese Sakhalin, and the 
leased territory of Kwantung: 

Tetsujiro Sakano 

Kenji Ide 

Riuji Nakayama 

Seiichi Kurose. 



For Morocco: 

For Monaco: 
For Norway: 

For Netherlands: 



Mohammed el Kabadj 
U. Asensio. 

Fr. Roussel. 

Heftye 

K. A. Knudsson . 



G. J. C. A. Pop 

J. P. GtTEPIN. 

For Dutch Indies and the Colony of Curacao : 

Perk 

f. van der goot. 
For Persia: 

Mirza Abdul Ghaffar Khan. 
For Portugal and the Portuguese Colonies: 

Antonio Maria da Silva. 
For Roumania: 

C. Boerescu. 
For Russia and the Russian possessions and Protectorates: 

N. de Etter 

P. Ossadtchy 

A. EULER 
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Sergueievitch 
V. Dmitrieff 

D. SOKOLTSOW 

A. Stchastnyi 
Baron A. Wyneken. 
For Republic of San Marino : 

Arturo Serena. 



For Siam : 



For Sweden: 



For Turkey: 



For Uruguay: 



Luang Sanpakitch Preecha 
Wm. J. Archer. 

Rydin 
Hamilton. 

M. Emin 
M. Fahry 

OSMAN SADI. 

Fed. R. Vidiella. 



Final Protocol 
[Translation] 

At the moment of signing the convention adopted by the Interna- 
tional Radiotelegraph Conference of London, the undersigned plenipo- 
tentiaries have agreed as follows : 

I 

The exact nature of the adherence notified on the part of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina not yet being determined, it is recognized that one vote 
shall be assigned to Bosnia-Herzegovina but that a decision will be 
necessary at a later date as to whether this vote belongs to Bosnia- 
Herzegovina in virtue of the second paragraph of Article 12 of the con- 
vention, or whether this vote is accorded to it in conformity with the 
provisions of the third paragraph of that article. 

II 

Note is taken of the following declaration: 

The Delegation of the United States declares that its government 
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is under the necessity of abstaining from all action with regard to rates, 
because the transmission of radiograms as well as of ordinary telegrams 
in the United States is carried on, wholly or in part, by commercial or 
private companies. 

Ill 

Note is likewise taken of the following declaration : 

The Government of Canada reserves the right to fix separately, for 
each of its coastal stations, a total maritime rate for radiograms pro- 
ceeding from North America and destined for any ship whatever, the 
coastal rate amounting to three-fifths and the shipboard rate to two- 
fifths of the total rate. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have drawn up 
the present final protocol, which shall be of the same force and effect 
as though the provisions thereof had been embodied in the text of the 
convention itself to which it has reference, and they have signed one 
copy of the same, which shall be deposited in the archives of the British 
Government, and a copy of which shall be transmitted to each of the 
parties. 

Done at London, July 5, 1912. 

For Germany and the German Protectorates: 

B. Koehleb 

0. Wachenfeld 
Dr. Karl Strecker 

SCHRADER 
GOETSCH 

Dr. Emil Krauss 

FlELITZ. 

For the United States and the possessions of the United States: 
John R. Edwards 
Jno. Q. Walton 
Willis L. Moore 
Louis W. Austin 
George Owen Squier 
Edgar Russel 

C. McK. Saltzman 
David Wooster Todd 
John Hays Hammond, Jr. 
Webster 
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W. D. Terrell 
John I. Waterbury. 

For Argentine Republic: 

Vicente J. Dominguez. 
For Austria: 

Dr. Fritz Ritter Wagner von Jauregg 

Dr. Rudolf Ritter Speil v. Ostheim. 
For Hungary: 

Charles Follert 

Dr. de Hennyey. 

For Bosnia-Herzegovina: 

H. Goiginger, G. M. 
Adolph Daninger 
A. Cicoli 
Romeo Vio. 

J. Banneux 
Deldime. 

Robert B. Goldschmidt. 

Dr. Francisco Bhering. 

Iv. Stoyanovitch. 

C. E. Rickard. 

N. Meyer 
J. A. Vohtz 
R. N. A. Fabeb 
T. F. Kbarup. 
For Egypt: 

J. S. Liddell. 

For Spain and the Spanish Colonies: 

Jacobo Gabcia Roube 
Juan de Cabbanza y Gabrido 
Jacinto Labrador 
Antonio Nieto 



For Belgium: 

For Belgian Congo: 
For Brazil: 
For Bulgaria: 
For Chile: 
For Denmark: 
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Tomas Fernandez Quintana 

Jaime Janer Robinson. 
For France and Algeria: 

A. Frouin. 
For French West Africa: 

A. Duchene. 
For French Equatorial Africa: 

A. Duchene. 
For Indo-China: 

A. Duchene. 
For Madagascar: 

A. Duchene. 
For Tunis: 

Et. de Felcourt. 
For Great Britain and the various British Colonies and Protectorates: 

H. Babington Smith 

E. W. Farnall 

E. Charlton 

G. M. W. Macdonogh. 
For Union of South Africa: 

Richard Solomon. 
For Australian Federation: 

Charles Bright. 
For Canada: 

For British India: 

For New Zealand: 

For Greece: 

C. Dosios. 
For Italy and the Italian Colonies : 

Prof. A. Battelli. 
For Japan and for Chosen, Formosa, Japanese Sakhalin, and the 
leased territory of Kwantung : 

Tetsujiro Sakano 

Kenji Ide 



G. J. Desbarats. 

H. A. Kirk 

F. E. Dempster. 

C. Wray Palliser. 
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For Morocco: 

For Monaco: 
For Norway: 

For Netherlands: 



Riuji Nakayama 
Seiichi Kurose. 

Mohammed el Kabadj 
U. Asensio. 

Fr. Roussel. 

Heftye 

K. A. Knudsson. 



G. J. C. A. Pop 

J. P. Guepin. 
For Dutch Indies and the Colony of Curacao: 

Perk 

f. van der goot. 
For Persia: 

Mirza Abdul Ghaffar Khan. 
For Portugal and the Portuguese Colonies: 

Antonio Maria da Silva. 
For Roumania: 

C. Boerescu. 

For Russia and the Russian possessions and Protectorates: 
N. de Etter 

P. OSSADTCHY 
A. EULER 

Sergueievitch 
V. Dmitrieff 

D. SOKOLTSOW 

A. Stchastnyi 

Baron A. Wyneken. 
For Republic of San Marino: 

Arturo Serena. 
For Siam: 

Luang Sanpakitch Preecha 

Wm. J. Archer. 
For Sweden: 

Rydin 

Hamilton. 



For Turkey: 



For Uruguay: 
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M. Emin 
M. Fahry 

OSMAN SADI. 



Fed. R. Vidiella. 



SERVICE REGULATIONS AFFIXED TO THE INTERNATIONAL RADIOTELEGRAPH 
CONVENTION, LONDON, 1912 

[Translation] 

1. Organization of Radio Stations 

Article I 

The choice of radio apparatus and devices to be used by the coastal 
stations and stations on shipboard shall be unrestricted. The installa- 
tion of such stations shall as far as possible keep pace with scientific 
and technical progress. 

Article II 

Two wave lengths, one of 600 meters and the other of 300 meters, 
are authorized for general public service. Every coastal station opened 
to such service shall be equipped in such manner as to be able to use 
these two wave lengths, one of which shall be designated as the normal 
wave length of the station. During the whole time that a coastal sta- 
tion is open it shall be in condition to receive calls according to its nor- 
mal wave length. For the correspondence specified under paragraph 2 
of Article XXXV, however, a wave length of 1,800 meters shall be used. 
In addition, each government may authorize in coastal stations the em- 
ployment of other wave lengths designed to insure long-range service 
or any service other than for general public correspondence established 
in conformity with the provisions of the convention under the reserva- 
tion that such wave lengths do not exceed 600 meters or that they do 
exceed 1,600 meters. 

In particular, stations used exclusively for sending signals designed 
to determine the position of ships shall not employ wave lengths ex- 
ceeding 150 meters. 



